196                   EELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
when we were agreeably surprised to hear him talk for near half an hour wholly upon that subject; you were not there just when he talked of it, but we all gave you an account of it.
Sist. I was not there; I supped at London that night, and came to you the next day, I suppose.
Eld. Sist. You did so; but it would have pleased you to have heard him talk; he began with the meaning and nature of religion, how it consisted chiefly in natural duties, the effects of the knowledge and acknowledgment of a God governing the world, to whom we owed the homage of our lives, and of all we enjoyed, and must account for the use or abuse of them: then he observed how pleasant and agreeable a religious life was, how it was religion alone that made life happy, families pleasant, society agreeable, and relations comfortable ; how miserably some families were brought up for want of it; how beautiful it was to see an unity between relations in matters of that nature, and how dreadful the strife was in families where it was otherwise.
Sist. Where was she all the while ? Eld. Sist. She sat just by him, and he held her by the hand all the while : he went on then to tell us a great many pleasant stories of families that he had known: how in some the husband was religious, and the wife atheistic and profane; and in others the wife was religious, and the husband rakish, loose, and profligate; and how miserable the one made the life of the other. Then he gave himself a loose to talk of the constant, never-failing felicity of families where there was a harmony in religious things between husband and wife ; and then to try her, I suppose, or perhaps to prevent her thinking he pointed his discourse at her, he turned to her, and smiling, My dear, says he, if there be